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Preface

The 55th Annual Meeting of the Congress of Neurological Surgeons was held at the Hynes
Convention Center in Boston, Massachusetts from October 8 to October 13, 2005. Volume 53 of
Clinical Neurosurgery represents the official compilation of the invited scientific manuscripts
from the plenary sessions, the biographic and bibliographic information of the honored guest,
and the presidential address. The program theme of “Quo Vadis” was subdivided sequentially
into “Topics,” “Theories,” “Tools,” and “Therapies.”

The Annual Meeting Chairman, Dr. Christopher Wolfla, and the Scientific Program Chair-
man, Dr. Christopher Getch, organized and led this outstanding, well-attended meeting. This
year’s Honored Guest, Dr. Roberto Heros, presented aspects of his lifelong neurosurgical work in
a series of lectures on cerebral aneurysms, AVMs, and hemodilution and fluid management. The
Presidential Address, by Dr. Nelson Oyesiku, provided a fascinating talk on civilization, entitled
“Homogeneity and Heterogeneity: Lessons from Nature and Society.” The list of special lecturers
was stellar and included Nobel Laureate Professor Wole Soyinka, who gave the Walter E. Dandy
Oration, entitled “Rapture and Rupture in the Liminal World;” Professor Ian Wilmut on “Cells
from Cloned Embryos in Research and Therapy;” Professor Vilayanur Ramachandran, who
talked on the “Neurology of Human Nature;; Professor Sidney Watkins on "The Physiology and
Pathology of Motor Racing: Triumph and Tragedy in Formula One;“ and Professor Robert Langer
on "Polymers in the Delivery of Drug Treatments.“

Our congratulations go out to the Annual Meeting Committee for their outstanding efforts in
putting together such a superb conference. We would like to thank all of the contributors to
Clinical Neurosurgery for their timely dedication to this volume. We also express our sincerest
gratitude to Jennifer Sollenberger at Lippincott Williams and Wilkins for diligently compiling all
the manuscripts into their final form to make this volume a reality. We thank the CNS and its
membership for the honor of serving as co-Editors of Volume 53. This has been a transition year
for Clinical Neurosurgery, as Dr. Grant takes over the helm full time. Due to his commitment
serving in the United States Air Force in Iraq, the two of us served as co-Editors for this volume.
Dr. Grant will be taking over as Editor-in-Chief effective the 56th Annual Meeting in Chicago.
We look forward to seeing you there for an innovative educational program.

Guy McKhann II, M.D.
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Gerald A. Grant, M.D.
Co-Editor-in-Chief



Honored Guests

1952—Professor Herbert Olivecrona, Stockholm, Sweden
1953—Sir Geoffrey Jefferson, Manchester, England
1954 —Dr. Kenneth G. McKenzie, Toronto, Canada
1955—Dr. Carl W. Rand, Los Angeles, California
1956 —Dr. Wilder G. Penfield, Montreal, Canada
1957—Dr. Francis C. Grant, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
1958 —Dr. A. Earl Walker, Baltimore, Maryland
1959 —Dr. William J. German, New Haven, Connecticut
1960—Dr. Paul C. Bucy, Chicago, Illinois
1961—Professor Eduard A. V. Busch, Copenhagen, Denmark
1962—Dr. Bronson S. Ray, New York, New York
1963—Dr. James L. Poppen, Boston, Massachusetts
1964—Dr. Edgar A. Kahn, Ann Arbor, Michigan
1965—Dr. James C. White, Boston, Massachusetts
1966—Dr. Hugh A. Krayenbiihl, Zurich, Switzerland
1967—Dr. W. James Gardner, Cleveland, Ohio
1968 —Professor Normal M. Dott, Edinburgh, Scotland
1969—Dr. Wallace B. Hamby, Cleveland, Ohio
1970—Dr. Barnes Woodhall, Durham, North Carolina
1971—Dr. Elisha S. Gurdjian, Detroit, Michigan
1972—Dr. Fancis Murphey, Memphis, Tennessee
1973—Dr. Henry G. Schwartz, St. Louis, Missouri
1975—Dr. Guy L. Odom, Durham, North Carolina
1976 —Dr. William A. Sweet, Boston, Massachusetts
1977—Dr. Lyle A. French, Minneapolis, Minnesota
1977—Dr. Richard C. Schneider, Ann Arbor, Michigan
1978 —Dr. Charles D. Drake, London, Ontario, Canada
1979—Dr. Frank H. Mayfield, Cincinnati, Ohio
1980 —Dr. Eben Alexander, Jr., Winston-Salem, North Carolina
1981—Dr. J. Barber Galbraith, Birmingham, Alabama
1982—Dr. Keiji Sano, Tokyo, Japan
1983—Dr. C. Miller Fisher, Boston, Massachusetts
1984 —Dr. Hugo V. Rizzoli, Washington, DC

Dr. Walter E. Dandy (posthumously), Baltimore, Maryland
1985—Dr. Sidney Goldring, St. Louis, Missouri
1986 —Dr. M. Gazi Yasagril, Zurich, Switzerland
1987—Dr. Thomas W. Langiftt, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
1988 —Professor Lindsay Symon, London, England
1989 —Dr. Thoralf M. Sundt, Jr., Rochester, Minnesota
1990—Dr. Charles Byron Wilson, San Francisco, California
1991—Dr. Bennett M. Stein, New York, New York
1992—Dr. Robert G. Ojemann, Boston, Massachusetts
1993—Dr. Albert L. Rhoton, Jr., Gainesville, Florida
1994 —Dr. Robert F. Spetzler, Phoenix, Arizona
1995—Dr. John A. Jane, Charlottesville, Virginia
1996 —Dr. Peter J. Jannetta, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
1997—Dr. Nicholas T. Zervas, Boston, Massachusetts
1998 —Dr. John M. Tew, Cincinnati, Ohio
1999 —Dr. Duke S. Samson, Dallas, Texas
2000—Dr. Edward R. Laws, Charlottesville, Virginia
2001—Dr. Michael L. J. Apuzzo, Los Angeles, California
2002—Dr. Volker K. H. Sonntag, Phoenix, Arizona
2003—Dr. Julian T. Hoff, Ann Arbor, Michigan
2004—Dr. Arnold H. Menezes, Iowa City, lowa
2005—Dr. Roberto C. Heros, Miami, Florida
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Biography

Roberto C. Heros was born in 1942 in Havana, Cuba. After the Communist takeover in 1960,
he left Cuba for exile. He participated as a paratrooper platoon commander in the Bay of Pigs
invasion and was captured. After serving 2 years in prison, Dr. Heros was released as a result
of an exchange with the United States Government. He attended medical school at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee where he graduated, first in his class, in 1968.
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