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ROUND ROBIN LETTER

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGERY

Editor's Note: I managed to obtain permission from The Tucson Daily

Citizen, Tucson, Arizona, to republish their article and also obtained permission

of Rupert B. Raney to reprint this article of their extra curricular activities in

the State of Arizona, which I feel represents a bit oil news item from Rupert that

all of you will enjoy.

Rupert B. Raney (April 20):

Los Angeles, Calif.

"Four Game Hunters Have Thrill of

Bagging 2 Chiricahua Lions11

"Four California game hunters were back in the Old Pueblo today after a

10-day Arizona adventure which few Tucsonians realize is available so close at

hand and which a member of the quartet described as 'an experience that no price

could buy'.

"The expedition produced a rare assortment of thrills, including the suc

cessful bagging of a pair of good-sized lions, but two elements of the trip over

shadowed these -- the precision work of the hounds trailing the lions and the out

door magnificence of the hunters' headquarters in the Chiricahua mountains,

some 135 miles southeast of Tucson.

"The hounds, a pack of 17, trained by the now-famous lion-hunting Lee

brothers of Tucson, were lauded by the veteran California gamesmen as repre

senting 'the finest dogs we have ever had the pleasure to hunt with -- more

people should know about the Lee brothers' work.'

Lindsey Ranch Headquarters

"Headquarters for the hunters was El Coronado ranch in the pine country

of the Chiricahuas, operated by Roy Lindsay at an elevation between 5,000 and

6,000 feet. Here the Californians returned from daily horseback journeys to

find well-stocked tables and comfortable beds.

"Led by Dale and Clell Lee (Ernest Lee specializes in training work at

their hound ranch on Roger road), the visiting lion hunters culminated the 10-day

adventure with a fitting climax yesterday, bagging a beautiful 130-pound cat.

"Twelve hounds, operating by call of name from the Lees in shifts of six

each, spent three days before picking up the lion's two-day-old trail. Then they

really went to work.

"By yesterday morning, after a five-hour chase through the Chiricahua

pine region, the dogs traced the big cat around a mountain summit, despite clever

crosstracking maneuvers by the pursued animal, and managed to trap him up a

tall pine.
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Hound Falls 25 Feet

"One hound started climbing branch s to get near the lion, but fell 25 feet

and was knocked unconscious temporarily. The hunters got their rifles ready

and fired with accuracy.

"The cat leaped out of the tree, hit but noL mortally wounded, and a deadly

cat-and-dog fight commenced. Working together expertly, the 11 remaining

hounds collared their prey and threw him around in merry-go-round fashion until

he toppled over a cliff, down a waterfall and into a mountain pool.

"Here the Californians received one of the top treats of their trip. They

watched, thoroughly amazed as the Lee-trained dogs jumped into the water and

proceeded to dunk the battling lion until he was drowned.

Praise Lees and Dogs

"Needless to report, the hunters can't heap enough praise on the hounds

or on the Lees as trainers, guides and leaders. They're also happy that only

one dog, Peggy, was injured on the trip. She was bitten through a paw during

yesterday's desperate scuffle.

"Other things that the California visitors can't say enough about are the

picturesque Chiricahuas, 100 miles long and 40 miles wide, and the wonderful

weather they enjoyed. The thermometer ranged between 60 and 75 degrees, the

sky was continuously blue and there was no wind or rain at all.

Take Colored Movies

"The hunters took 1, 500 feet of colored motion pictures on their expedi

tion and, if they turn out as hoped, will send a print to the Lees for screening

before interested Tucson groups.

"Members of the California party were Dr. Rupert B. Raney, Los Angeles;

Dr. Samuel Weaver, Santa Ana; Francis Gabel, Los Angeles attorney; and Billy

Burke, former champion rodeo performer and well-known photographer of
surgical motion pictures. "

Editorial Comment: En route to the Harvey Cushing Society meeting in

Colorado Springs, it was my pleasure to run into Rupert Raney and Howard Brown
and to enjoy their company along with that of their attractive wives. During our

conversation I learned that lion hunting and big game hunting had crept into neuro-

surgical circles. After being at Colorado Springs and hearing the very animated

discourse on lion hunting, I realize that this was no passing fancy and that golf
widows were gradually becoming big game widows and that no doubt our good
friend John Raaf with his elk hunting and Paul Bunyan rambling around the beauti
ful mountain sides and forests of Oregon was not alone in this hunting business.
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Herrmann (April 21): '1 received your letter of April 13,1950, and

ity, Okla. there is only one of the questions that I have
any thought about.

nvp not had an occasion to do a splanchnicectomy for chronic pancreatitis,
t did see a patient with diffuse calcinosis of the pancreas with the x-ray show-

■ „ the calcification largely in the head, of the pancreas. This patient had rather
flere pain on the left side, and we, therefore, did a left splanchnicectomy as
Sofas the removal of the lumbar chain from D-8 to L-2 on the left. This has
given him relief of his pain since the time of his surgery two years ago.

editorial Comment: It is interesting that it was my experience to see the pain
fJom a chronic pancreatitis relieved by sympathetic block and then after we did
a SDlanchnicectomy the patient was gratifyingly relieved of his pain. Additional
letters from other members reveal that this experience is not too uncommon.

j Lawrence Pool (April 26): "In reply to your letter of April 14 and the ques-
fewYork M *. tions you asked, may I say that the next meeting

of the Academy of Neurosurgery should be held in

the South, preferably in the month of March, when those of us in the chilly North
would appreciate more sunny climes.

-As to the growth of the Academy, I feel it should be kept on the present intimate
basis. I would think the membership should be limited to 75 and that older mem-

* bers should become senior members after 15 years in the Academy.

"It was extremely nice seeing so many members of the Academy at the Harvey

Cushing meeting in Colorado this year."

Editorial Comment: It was my thought that a discussion of the location of the
next meeting for the American Academy of Neurological Surgery should be dis
cussed in the Round Robin Letter so that some of us would have some crystali-
zation of the desired location at the time of the meeting and at the time when it
is discussed. Rather recently I received a program of the 4th Annual Symposium
on Fundamental Cancer Research which was held at the Shamrock Hotel in

. Houston, Texas from May 12th to May 13th. So that, for what it is worth, it
seems this famous hotel is getting started on medical meetings, and should the
Academy decide to have the meeting in Houston, it will be no novel experience

for the Shamrock Hotel to entertain us.

Personally I agree v/ith Larry on the desirability to limit the Academy to 75 and
to have some kind of arrangement whereby the older members become senior
members after a certain period of time. This would not require any loss of
interest in the Academy by the older members but at least would allow more
freedom of attending meetings by those who have been elected to a number of
neurosurgical societies and other medical associations and who cannot possibly
give the time to the American Academy of Neurological Surgery that they did in
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