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William Herbert

SWEET

William Herbert Sweet is a native of Kerriston. Washington, near Mount

Ranier, and it was apparent from the very first that he was an exceptional

child. Not only did he complete all of his grades and graduate from high

school at age 14, but he was a gifted musician as well, and because of his

many talents took a little additional time to decide what his main interests

would be.
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He graduated first in a class of 1.000 in 1930 from the University of

Washington and then went to the Harvard Medical School where he

received a Rhodes Scholarship. This he spent at Oxford (Magdalen

College) doing research work in neurophysiology under Sir Charles

Sherrington. He received an additional B.Sc. degree from Oxford in 1934

and graduated from Harvard in 1936.

He took training in neurological surgery at the Massachusetts General

Hospital and then was with Percival Bailey at the University of Chicago

Clinic and Billings Hospital.

Bill was much concerned with our relationship with England at the outset

of World War II and did go to England where he served with distinction

even before America entered the war.

Subsequent to his return to the United States, he became actively

involved in neurosurgery at the Massachusetts General Hospital, where

he carried out an energetic program in clinical and basic research. He

became chief of the neurosurgical service at Massachusetts General

Hospital and was appointed professor of surgery (neurosurgery) at

Harvard Medical School in 1961 following the retirement of Dr. JamesC.

White.

Bill Sweet's contribution to basic science development and neurosur

gery are well known and have been recognized in training programs, by

the boards, and by the National Institute of Neurological Diseases and

Blindness (now the National Institute of Communicating Disorders and

Stroke). He has carried out major studies in the flow and formation of

spinal fluid, the use of radioactive isotopes in the nervous system,

treatment of extracranial and intracranial vascular disorders, the

treatment of pain, treatment of primary malignant brain tumors, and the

treatment of aggressive behavior disorders.

His interests have ranged far and wide, and when he became involved in

an unjustified malpractice suit, he devoted all his effort to this, won the

case himself, and wrote an excellent paper on the subject.

His publications are more numerous than could possibly be expected

from a man who has been so busy with many other activities. When one

considers the many boards of editors he has served on. also the various

committees, including the Science and Technology Advisory Committee

in the Office of Manned Space Flight, it is astonishing to realize what he

has done.

Most of all. Bill Sweet has been a member of the American Academy of

Neurological Surgeons, to which he has made a major contribution. He is

one of those people who has been responsible for many of the notable

accomplishments of this group and it is appropriate that he be honored

for this.
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THE NEUROSURGEON AWARD WINNERS

Edwin B. Boldrey 1955

Georgia and John Green 1956

Dean Echols 1957

Arthur R. Elvidge 1958

John Raaf 1959

Rupert B. Raney 1960

R. Glen Spurling 1961

Hannibal Hamlin 1962

Frank H. Mayfield 1963

Francis Murphey 1964

The Ladies 1965

David L. Reeves 1966

Even Alexander 1967

Donald D. Matson 1968

Henry Schwartz 1969

Guy L. Odom 1970

William F. Meacham 1971

Richard L. DeSaussure. Jr 1972

James G. Galbraith 1973

Lyle A French 1974

Charles G. Drake 1975

Robert Pudenz 1976

William Sweet 1977
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OFFICERS

PRESIDENT Arthur A. Ward. Jr., M.D.

PRESIDENT-ELECT Robert B. King. M.D.

VICE PRESIDENT Robert G. Fisher. M.D.

SECRETARY Phanor L. Perot. Jr.. M.D.

TREASURER John T. Garner. M.D.

HISTORIAN Edwin B. Boldrey. M.D.
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MEMBERS

Eben and Betty

ALEXANDER

Our fourth addition to our group. Dr. Mike McWhorter. is a true pleasure.
He has been spending half of his time in the laboratory for the first three
years with us and is doing an excellent job. but he is so much in demand

clinically that there is a considerable amount of pressure on him.
Courtland Davis. Dave Kelly and I continue to work harder than we ever
have, and I think we have the best resident staff we've ever had. a truly
delightful, bright bunch of fellows who do a wonderful job at every turn.
In fact, I've never seen such an outstanding group of people coming

through as applicants to the neurosurgical training program as have
come through the past couple of years.

The Southern Neurosurgical Society is meeting here in May with all of us
as hosts and we are looking forward to that. Part of the Program will be

handled by our own group and we are looking forward to a big crowd.

I have just spent most of the week as visiting professor at Massachusetts
General Hospital with Dick Zervas and Bill Sweet and that was a truly
pleasant experience. They have organized a great program there and

have an outstanding group of residents.

I continue to be active with the AMA which I believe is our source of
action from the socioeconomic point of view, and, to some extent, from

the scientific point of view. If we don't settle the socioeconomic problems
we certainly won't be able to do anything from the scientific point of view.

If we didn't have the AMA now we would certainly have to form one. and I
think all of us must get behind it and support it.
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The North Carolina Medical Society has asked me to run for the Council
on Medical Education this year and I have been strongly supported by
the Section Council of Neurosurgery. There are three incumbents for the
three open positions so there is very little likelihood I will be elected this
year, but they feel it is important to do it this year anyway.

I am afraid Betty and I are not going to get to Munich this year, but we will

certainly be on hand the next year.
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James and Lona

ATKINSON

IN MEMORIAM

Jim Atkinson and Lona. his wife for twenty years, lost their lives in their
twin-engine Piper Comanche plane near the summit of Santiago Peak in
Santa Ana Mountains in California on Sunday evening. February 12.
1978. Both were expert flyers, having flown this plane to medicai
meetings in the United States, the Caribbean. Bermuda. England. Brazil,
and. in 1975. around the world. At the time of his fatal accident Jim was
on his way to meet with California engineers for the purpose of
development of an intracranial pressure monitoring device, a project that
he had been involved with for over ten years and was being funded by the
Women's Board of the Barrow Neurological Foundation.

Doctor Atkinson was born in McGill. Neveda. received the B.S. degree in
chemistry from the University of Nevada, and the M.D. degree from the
University of Washington in Seattle in 1957. He developed a firm base in
basic sciences prior to graduation from medical school, including
Graduate School appointments at the University of Washington in
psychology (1950-1952) and physiology (1955-1956). He expanded

these interests with appointments as a trainee in biochemical genetics
(1951-1952). neuro-physiology (1952-1953). radioisotopes (1956). and
biophysics (1953-1957). He was a neurosurgical resident at the
University of Washington (1958-1962) under the direction of Arthur A.
Ward. Jr.. M.D., during which time he collaborated with Doctor Ward on

the first published work on intracellular ultramicro-electrode techniques
in epileptic foci. and. with Doctor Eldon Foltz. on the use of
intraventricular RISA as a diagnostic aid in pre and postoperative
hydrocephalus. During his time in Seattle Jim became an expert SCUBA
diver and was the first to demonstrate air embolism in the brain under
simulated conditions in the laboratory. His interests in pain and
addiction were begun in the Pain Clinic at the University of Washington
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and with operations, including cingulumotomy. by Doctor Foltz. During

1962-1963 he worked with Doctor Ward in the area of evoked cortical unit

recording and in cerebrospinal fluid dynamics, and was certified by the

Atomic Energy Commission following work in radioisotope techniques

at the U.S. Naval Medical School in Bethesda. He held N.I.H. post

doctoral fellowships from 1960-1963.

As the Barrow Neurological Institute of St. Joseph's Hospital and

Medical Center was being developed as an academic and regional center

for the neurological and neurosurgical specialties. Jim was selected to

join the hospital-based group to add his skills, particularly from the

standpoints of his research and educational capabilities. His subsequent

performance during the past fifteen years proved the value of his

preparation. He was certified by the American Board of Neurological

Surgery in 1965. The Neurological Research Laboratory of the Institute

was founded in 1966 by Jim with a grant from the Women's Board of the

Barrow Neurological Foundation. He also founded an interdisciplinary

Pain Clinic the same year. Stereotactic clinical and research facilities

were expanded by additional funding. He was generous with his time and

talent in teaching both attending and resident staff members and

provided these individuals with his help and that of the engineering staff

upon request.

Jim was precise, completely honest and straight-forward, and earned the

deep respect of his colleagues and residents. He gradually developed

recognition for his work in the fields of cerebral blood flow, intracranial

pressure monitoring, and pain. He, with Shurtleff and Foltz, published a

fundamental work in the area of radiotelemetry for the measurement of

intracranial pressure (J. Neurosurgery, 27: 428-432. 1968). following his

participation as Visiting Scientist at the University of Washington for

three months in 1966. He participated in many scientific meetings,

locally, nationally, and abroad. Among the many neuro-surgical

residents whose lives were enriched by spending time at the B.N.I, with

Jim, two should be mentioned. L. Philip Carter was the winner of the

Western Neurosurgical Soceity Resident Award in 1972 because of work

on cortical blood flow in controlled hypotension as measured by a

thermal diffusion probe. The Atkinson-Carter Cerebral Blood Flow

Probe has been further developed by Doctor Carter who has developed

laboratory facilities in the Barrow Neurological Institute to supplement

his clinical work. Andrew G. Shetter won the American Academy of

Neurological Surgery Resident Award in 1975 based on work in the area

of pain (Dorsal Column Stimulation's Effect of Bulboreticular Unit

Activity Evoked by Noxious Stimuli). Doctor Shetter has worked with

Doctor William H. Sweet of the Massachusetts General Hospital since

July 1, 1976, in the clinic and laboratory, in the area of pain control. He

has been selected to return to the B.N.I, as Director of the

Neurosurgical Research Laboratory and to join the Division of

Neurosurgery on a geographical full time basis. Obviously Doctor

Atkinson has left a legacy of excellence worthy of emulation.
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