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THE ROUND ROBIN LETTER

OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY

OF NEUROLOGICAL SURGEONS



TEMPLE UNIVERSITY Department of Neurosurgery 3401 North Broad Street
A Commonwealth University Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19140

(215) 221-1068

William A. Buchheit, M.D., F.A.C.S
Professor and Chairman

September 11, 1986

Dear Academy Members:

Tnis is the first volume of the Round Robin since I took over

the editorship from Eben Alexander. I will try to approach

the project with the same enthusiasm as Eben. That in and of

itself will be an interesting project i.e. mimicking Eben
Alexander. I will try.

I wrote all academicians solicitiny letters during the early ■

months of 1986. The respone has been about fifty-percent and
those responses are contained herein. As you will see the

Academy members continue to demonstrate a very warm sense of

family. This feeling includes not only our own families at

home but our extended families within the Academy. What the

kids are doing, where everyone is going and in general what

is happening is the tone of the notes. In this sense the
Round Robin continues to be an important aspect of the

Society bridging the gap between meetings and keeping us up

to date on personal and family occurances.

I thank you for making this edition a full one.

With very best personal regards.

Sincerely yours,

A. Biichheit, M.O
Editor,Round KObin

WAB/scp
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THE MACK SOCIETY
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September 11, 1986

Dear Academician:

You probably are wondering what the Ernie Mack Society is all about.

This Society was formed as a loose informal group of neurosurgeons

who were fishing with Ernie. Ernie encouraged this group, led the

trips, made the arrangements and more importantly transfused his

enthusiasm for fishing into all of us. Over the last six years we

have fished together on the Kalmouth and Klama Rivers in California,

at April Pointe in British Columbia, on Grand Cascapedia River in

the Gaspe Peninsula, on lake Meade in Nevada and Lake Murray in

South Carolina. This past summer we fished for one week on the

Tobique River in New Brunswick.

This Society includes Russel Patterson, Phanor Perot, Larry Pool,

Hugo Rizzoli, Bob Ratcheson, Henry Schmidek, Ernie and myself.

Last July in New Brunswick Phanor Perot and I acted as a quorum

in democratic fashion and held formal election of officers. Doctor

Perot became President and I became Vice-President. Ernie was

appointed Chief Angler and Tour Director.

This relatively loose group of fisherman would welcome new members

provided that they can tolerate retold stories, liberal drinking

and behavior unbecoming a group of professors.

Sincerely yours,

_ A. Buchheit, M.D.

/ Vice-President

WAB/scp



ERNEST W. MACK, M.D., F.A.C.S.
AMBHICAN aOAHO or NSUKOkOaiCAl »OHO«HV

SOS SOUTH ARLINGTON AVENUE, SUITE 212

RENO. NEVADA 89509
Telephone 702-322-6979

April 15, 1986

Willaim A. Buchheit, M.D.

3401 North Broad St

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19140

Dear Bill:

I am delighted that you have agreed to replace Eben as the editor

of the Round Robin. You may be assured of our continued help and

support. A fine round of applause should be given to Eben for the

many years of devoted service to this publication, for which we
are most grateful.

From the standpoint of practice of neurosurgery as most of you know

I have discontinued doing surgery at this point but I am still working

as a teacher, consultant and I regularly attend and operate a clinic

at our Veteran's Administration hospital. I continue to work in the

laboratory, which has continued to give me sufficient work and a great

deal of happiness. This year the University very kindly presented me

with Emeritus status which was gratefully received. Following this the

Dean, :.n a very generous moment offered me a job as Assistant Dean.

Our laboratory effort in the neurological and neurosurgical section has

been directed toward cellular research , the leadership being provided

by Dr. John Peacock. I am happy to say that our progress has been good

and I am absolutely astounded to witness the behaviour of some of these

cells emanating from cell cultures. At this time it seems certain to me

that some mommentous treatments of otherwise devastating diseases will
arise from this line of research.

Bobbie and I continue to enjoy reasonably good health. We are at this

time happy to regard the efforts and accomplishments of our grandchildren.

Our oldest granddaughter is presently a student at Santa Catalina, following

in her Mother's footsteps. She has achieved the honor roll, no mean

accomplishment. Our second granddaughter is an extrememly beautiful

and accomplished child is at this time interested in some beauty contests

which I am not certain that her Grandmother and I are as enthusiastic about

as she is. We spent a very delightful six weeks in Hawaii this spring,

duri..., che severe winter weather here at home. We enjoyed the delightful

climate and our many friends on the Kona coast, and were able to enjoy

swimming, snorkeling, a little painting, some golf. In regards to the

golf, I had the good fortune to play in a tournament toward the end of

our visit in Hawaii, and had as a partner, a very excellent golfer and I

expect because of his prowess and my enthusiasm we managed to win the golf

tournament resulting in a set of new woods and perhaps the loss of a few

friends.

continued.



wm. A. Buchheit, M.D.

April 15,1986

page -2-

Am at present looking forward to a new soiree with Drs. Poole, Perot,

Buchheit,- in the quest of Atlantic salmon in New Brunswick, this to

take place in' June of this year.

This is sent with affectionate memories to all our friends in the

Academy with the hope we will be seeing all of you in very delightful

surroundings this fall.

Sincerely yours,

Bobbie and Ernie Mack

EWM/mw



TjJ^^ WAKE FOREST

The Bowman Gray

School of Medicine

Department of Surgery

{ Section on Neurosurgery

David L. Kelly. Jr.. M.D.
Profe«or jnd Head

I 'O|<»74S-404o

ourtiand H. Djvis. Jr.. M.D.

(O|°l748-4083

I. Mike McWhorter. M.D.

April 10, 1986

^William O. Bell. M.D.
1010)748-4047

<i Eben Alexander. lr. M.D.

'O1OI748-4082
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William Buchheit, M.0.

Temple University

3401 North Broad St.

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Dear Academician:

19140

Let me be one of the first to respond to your request

for a letter for the "Round Robin". I consider this"

a unique feature of the Academy which is viable only

if a significant number of our members and/or their

wives respond to the request of the editor, and I hope
we can continue to function that way since the Letter

itself means a lot to the Academy.

I continue to be busy though I am not operating, and

I am seeing a relatively small number of patients,

serving the last of my 8 years on the Council on Medical
Education of the AMA, active on the Board of Medical

Examiners of North Carolina, and very active as editor
of SURGICAL NEUROLOGY. In the latter instance, I have

been,at least for the time being, personally reviewing

critically all manuscripts, and I have reviewed almost

180 of those since the first of January of this year.

It is our intention to make this one of the best journals

in the country or in the world, and I believe we have the
editorial board to do that.

We, of course, particularly invite the submission of

papers by Academy members who must know that their manu

scripts will be thorougly reviewed by their peers in
every instance.

Betty and I have had to readjust what she anticipated

as my life after 70 since I have taken on the editorship

of SURGICAL NEUROLOGY, and we are doing this fairly well.

I think Betty had anticipated that we would travel a good

deal more than we are, but for the present time I do feel

intense obligation to this job, and intense obligation to
go to meetings to hear good papers and to be in contact

300 South Hawthorne Road, Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27103

TELEX 806449 BGSM WSL
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William A. Buchheit, M.D.
April 11, 1986

Page 2

with other people regarding SURGICAL NEUROLOGY, and conse-
quently we have not traveled as much as we thought we

might. We did have a delightful tour with one of the
British Saga travel groups in Switzerland last fall, and
spent 2 weeks in London during which I had a good deal

of contact with Ian Munro, the editor of the LANCET,
and also visited BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.

The neurosurgical department here continues to thrive and
grow. David Kelly is directing a fine department. There

has never been a better resident staff that he has
collected now and since Courtland Davis plans to retire
from surgery about a year from now, the department is
actively adding additional people. It is a pleasure to
attend conferences and to be a part of what is going on.

My life has been very much involved with the Committee
on Ethics and teaching ethics to the second year and first

year students, and altogether I am living a most active
and enjoyable life.

Of course, our door remains open to any who would visit
us in this delightful part of the country.

Sincerely yours,

Eben Alexander,Jr., M.D.

EA:ss

^

4$^



WAKE FOREST

The Bowman Gray

School of Medicine

L Department of Surgery

Section on Neurosurgery

David L. Kelly. Jr.. M.D.
( Professor and Head

Guirtland H. Davis. Ir.. M.D

1 (. Mike McWhorter. M.D.
/ O]O)748-4020

William O. Bell. M.D.

(010)748-4047

I Eben Alexander. Jr. M.D.

^"10)748-4082

June 25, 1986

Bill Buchheit, M.D.

Temple University Health Center

3401 N. Broad St.

Philadelphia, PA 19140

Dear Bill:

We are getting a lot of response from various Academy _

members, and you might want to use some of these for

the Round Robin Letter, so I am going to send copies

of all these to you and particularly the one I sent

you from Ed Davis who has been lost to us for sometime,

and the one recently from Aiden Raney.

Sincerely yours,

/'Mxu-

Eben Alexander, Jr., M.D.

EA:ss

Enclosures

P.S. Here is the letter as I interpret it, it's a little

difficult to read, from George Maltby, and I will

leave out one or two complimentary words that he said

about me.

"Dear Eben:

Excuse the scribble, but I have been one of the worst

offenders in neglecting the Academy. I appreciate

your letter. I will make a real effort to attend in

November. Traveling has been a real problem for Jim

since her cervical cord injury and that has been part

of the problem. We both miss our friends in the

Academy.

Sim has done amazing well considering the nature of

the injury....dislocating C-l on C-2 and contusing her

cord. She gets around very well but her balance is

terrible and she lives in deathly fear of falling again,

300 South Hawthorne Road, Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27103

TELEX 806449 BGSM WSL






























































































































