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THE MACK SOCIETY
August 15, 1989

Dear Academicians:

The Mack Society had its annual meeting immediately

following the Academy meeting in Cincinnati. We flew to

Philadelphia and on to Massachusetts to pick up Larry

Pool, and then proceeded to New Brunswick, Canada.

Phanor Perot and Giles Bertrand drove via Montreal so

they could carry in an adequate supply of good french

wine. We fished at the Doctor's Island Club.' This is a

wonderful private fishing club on an island in the middle

of the Miramichi River. The origin of the name (Doctor's

Island Club) is a mystery to me and has nothing to do with

this particular group of fisherman. Fishing was adequate

and everyone caught at least one salmon. Larry Pool was

the high rod. This year's Mack Society trip was scheduled

for the week of August 7th, but met with some serious

problems and had to be cancelled at the very last moment.

The major problem was the remnants of hurricane Alice

which brought torrential rains and flooded the Province.

^The Miramichi River rose eight feet above normal and
fishing was essentially non-existent, therefore in effect,
cancelling the trip.

A second problem was that the Club pilot (WAB) ended up

in the hospital with acute diverticulitis! These two

events, although primarily the former, put a blitz to the

trip. The date for the next fishing expedition has not been

set. Anyone that would like to join this group for a few

days of story-telling, good wine and an occasional cast
should call Ernie.

Sincerely,

Buchheit, M.D.
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April 7, 1989

William H. Buchheit, M.D.

Temple University

School of Medicine

Dept. of Neurosurgery

3401 North Broad St.

Philadelphia, PA 19140

Dear Bill:

I am so appreciative of your being the editor of

the ROUND ROBIN LETTER over which I labored less

effectively so many years, and I feel pleased as

well as obligated to send you a contribution as

soon as I have received a request as I can.

The Division of Neurosurgery, under the

Department of Surgery here, is bustling with

David Kelly, one of our fellow Academy

members, now elected President-Elect of the

AANS.

Already we have our second faculty member as

President of the Congress of Neurological

Surgery, Mike McWhorter, and of course both

of these elections pleased me a great deal.

There is a great deal of research and subse

quent publications going on in the depart

ment under David Kelly and the fine group of

residents he has assembled are certainly

doing an outstanding job.

The meeting in Tucson under the Presidency

of Thor Sundt should be an outstanding

meeting. How Thor does all the things he

does including now taking over the editor

ship of the JOURNAL OF NEUROSURGERY is

difficult to conceive. We are fortunate to

have so many outstanding people in the

Academy.

Eb'en Alexander, Jr., M.D.

300 South Hawthorne Road, Winston-Salem, North Carolina 27103

TELEX 806449 BGSM WSL TELEFAX (919) 748-4204
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James I. Ausman, M.D.. Ph.D.

Chairman

Department ol Neurological Surgery

2799 West Grand Boulevard

Detroit Michigan 48202

United States of America April 18, 1989

(313)876-1340

Dear Academician,

Since our last letter, our whole family, both Elizabeth and Susan

have returned home.

Our oldest daughter Elizabeth, after completing her MBA at MIT went

on to have a position at General Mills in Minneapolis. After

this, she decided to open her own business in strategic planning

and has now settled in Detroit with a number of clients in a
growing business. She has combined with Carolyn to form a firm

called Vector in strategic planning, marketing and public relations

which seems to be progressing nicely.

Our youngest daughter Susan, will go to law school this fall and

has been accepted in a number of places and is in the process of

making her choice.

Carolyn's mother, whom some of you have met at the last academy

function in Palm Springs, is doing well and my father continues to

practice medicine. Both are in their 80's.

From my perspective, health care is in turmoil nationally and

locally. Henry Ford Health Care Corporation has hired a new CEO

and the institution is undergoing a reorganization. The

institution now has close to 800 physicians, most of them in the

primary care field who have a very socialistic mentality. The

specialists who represent a more entrepreneurial viewpoint are in

the minority of this primary care driven system. Thus, there is

much conflict and a lot of turmoil. The primary care mentality ha:'

no understanding of the value of research or superspeciality

excellence. How all this will sort out, I don't know. Apparently

this is a battle which is being fought in various forms in other

centers.

The Society of Neurological Surgeons has begun to address this

problem, focusing its meeting on program directors and those with

merging departments. The increasing tendency for control in all

phases of medicine are destroying many of the attractive features
of this profession in my opinion.



We look forward to seeing all of you in Arizona.

Best regards from all of the Ausmans.

Sincerely,

James I. Ausman, M.D., Ph.D.

Chairman - Department of

Neurological Surgery

JIA/der



HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL

H. THOMAS BALLANTINE, JR., M.D.

( Neurological Surgery

Massachusetts General Hospital

15 Parkman Sircet-Suitc 312

Boston, Massachusetts 02114

Tel. (617) 726-3416

June 14, 1989

Dear Academy Friends:

1988 was a banner year for the Academy and the Ballantines

since both celebrated their 50th Anniversaries. You may recall
that the first meeting of the Academy took place October 28, 1938
and Elizabeth and Tom Ballantine were united just a month before.
To commemorate this happy juxtaposition of events, Jim Robertson
took a great picture of the two of us standing on either side of
that beautiful ice sculpture of the 50th at the Queen City Club.

We decided to further celebrate by taking an Alaska cruise
which left Ketchikan on September 23. This worked out reasonably
well for the Anniversary date itself but the 10-day cruise was
aborted after Day 4 when one of the diesel engines broke down!
Nevertheless, what we saw in Glacier Bay remains unforgettable.

Soon after coming back to Boston, Elizabeth had her second
total knee replacement and now she can run rings around me.

My own contribution to the Medicare deficit occurred in
November of '88 when I received a pacemaker. I'm now the proud
possessor of a $7,000 gadget which sits just beneath my left
clavicle. It is nice to know that I can avoid a prolonged (or
permanent!) asystole for the present at least.

In 1987, I elected to leave the operating room and act as a
consultant. The result: I seem to be busier than ever in the
office, thanks to the mountains of paper work that the various
bureaucracies have foisted upon us. Nevertheless, we do find time
to get down to our house in Woods Hole on Cape Cod and enjoy the
peace and quiet of Vineyard Sound.

On June 9, I went down to Baltimore to participate in the
100th Anniversary celebration of the opening of the Johns Hopkins
Hospital. The Medical School began some four years later in 1893
and it is a source of wonderment to me that the School was only 40
years old when I matriculated in 1933! Ed Laws was a featured
speaker at his 25th Reunion of the Class of 1964. He gave a
splendid lecture on the development of pituitary surgery from
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w Harvey Cushing to the present day. Among other things, his
slides are absolutely superb.

^ Our two children, whom some of you know, are doing well as
are their children. Beth teaches at Pine Manor College in addi
tion to caring for a lawyer husband, a 15-year old boy and two

** dogs. Son, Tom, is professor of surgery and pediatrics at Penn

State; young Tom just finished his freshman year at Princeton and

his sister, Allison, enters Vassar in the Fall. Incidentally,

w the "prof" is looking for a pediatric surgeon to help out with a
heavy clinical load. If any of you know of a person who would

like to live in beautiful country and be associated with a small
w but excellent medical school, please let me know!

We still have our house at the foot of Beacon Hill, a short
walk -from the MGH, and it would be a privilege and a pleasure for

**" us to see any of our friends from the Academy there or in Woods
Hole.

** Finally, I cannot close this report without echoing what so
many people who were in Cincinnati last Fall said about the

Academy meeting—it was absolutely glorious, one of the best that
I have ever attended.
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The University of Texas

Health Science Center at San Antonio

7703 Floyd Curl Drive

San Antonio, Texas 78284-7843

Medical School
Department of Surgery

Division of Neurosurgery

(512) 567-5625

June 29, 1989

The Academy of Neurological Surgery

C/O William A. Buchheit, M.D., Editor

The Round Robin

Temple University Health Center

3401 N. Broad Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19140

Dear Academicians:

Things are flourishing here in South Texas. The weather is hot

and dry, but the activities of the Division of Neurosurgery are

proceeding at a great pace.

In February 1989, I sustained a herniated L4-L5 disc which caused

some pain and then, suddenly, a foot drop. The wonders of

neurological surgery came to my rescue and I have made a fine

recovery. I can now claim empathy with patients similarly

afflicted.

I am currently serving as President of the Southern Neurosurgical

Society and find this to be a delightful pursuit.

Our son, Willis III, is studying Business at the Marquette

University in Milwaukee, and our daughter, Lisa, anticipates
attending Boston College as a transfer student in Art and Art

History in the fall.

Ann stays busy with numerous community activities, and there does

not seem to be enough time for everything.

We look forward to seeing you in Phoenix!

Ann joins me in sending best regards to each of you.

Willis E. Brown, Jr., M.D.

WEB/ty




























































































































































