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THE NEUROSURGEON AWARD

1976

Robert Pudenz is this years recipient of the Neurosurgeon Award.
His career in neurosurgery; first in Montreal, then at Bethesda,
and for the past thirty years in Pasadena, has been marked by
numerous research advances, the benefits of which have had an
impact on patients around the world. More important, perhaps,
has been his role as physician, friend and teacher to his
colleagues, residents and numerous patients. It is a rare
patient indeed, who does not think of Bob as a personal friend
and champion.

He has served the Academy for two terms as president and has
been active in numerous other professional and civic organiza
tions.

In recognition of his many achievements, it is indeed a pleasure
to present him with this award.
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* * *

THE NEUROSURGEON AWARD WINNERS

Edwin B. Boldrey 1955

Georgia and John Green 1956

Dean Echols 1957
Arthur R. Elvidge 1958

John Raaf 1959

Rupert B. Raney 1960
R. Glen Spurling 1961

Hannibal Hamlin 1962
Frank H. Mayfield 1963

Francis Murphey 1964
The Ladles 1965

David L. Reeves 1966

Eben Alexander 1967
Donald D. Matson 1968

Henry Schwartz 1969

Guy L. Odom 1970

William F. Meacham 1971

Richard L. DeSaussure, Jr. .. 1972

James G. Galbraith 1973

Lyle A. French 1974
Charles G. Drake 1975

Robert Pudenz 1976



OFFICERS

PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT-ELECT

VICE PRESIDENT

SECRETARY

TREASURER

HISTORIAN

William H. Sweet

Arthur A. Ward, Jr.

Robert S. Knighton

Phanor L. Perot, Jr.

John T. Garner

Edwin B. Boldrey
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MEMBERS

Eben and Betty

ALEXANDER

We have had a gratifying year here, particularly since
Mike McWhorter has joined Courtland Davis, Dave Kelly and
myself. We have been extraordinarily busy and had the most
effective, enthusiastic and competent house staff we have
ever had.

We are experimenting with the nurse practitioner type of
program. We have an RN, who is trained to help the physi
cians and house staff in the hospital, but not in the
operating room or office nor is she to be part of the pro
cess of work-up of patients. It seems to be working

extremely well and 1s Improving the effectiveness of our
residents 1n taking some of the inexorable work off their
shoulders.

It is a truism that when one adds any new feature, such
as intracranial pressure monitoring, chemotheraphy for
tumors or any other of the new measures, it simply adds
additional work for all of us, particularly the house
staff. A person such as we have here could greatly help
with this. In September, we are hoping to start a pilot
training program for about five or six young ladies for
use perhaps at other centers. If any of the members of the
Academy have an interest in such a program or want to have
people trained for their own programs, we might be able to
work this out effectively.
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ALEXANDER

I have had a most instructive year as the neurosurgical

representative on the Interspecialty Advisory Board of the

AMA and as alternate representative on the Council of

Medical Specialty Societies with Lyman Maass. In addition

to this, being Vice President of the American College of

Surgeons has put me into the select company of the Board

of Regents of the College of Surgeons and this has been a

most educational and interesting experience. One can't

help but feel that the AMA has made effective measures

towards introducing its own national health insurance plans
so that it can be an effective speaker in this arena. I

think such organizations as the American College of Sur

geons and our own neurosurgical organizations must now look
at this plan, seek to modify it In ways in which it will be

more effective and more acceptable to the Congress and

support the AMA in this most important project. One has

only to look at the British experience in which the surgeons

and practitioners were sharply divided and in which the

National Health Service sought further to divide these

groups and to bring about a program which has been far

from successful. I hope we, in America, can avoid this.

We can only do it by being united.
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Gale and Marion

CLARK

The Navy still has 30 men practicing neurosurgery. The

residency program at Bethesda is getting along well accord

ing to Cal Early; but the administration of the military
medical school program is like a Gilbert and Sullivan

operetta. I feel like a voice in the wilderness. I expect

to get the print-out of the Navy neurosurgeons and their

assignments from BuPers soon and will make up the new

yearly roster in a few weeks. This will be the 17th time

for me to put this together.

The February meeting held for the Federation of Western

Societies of Neurologic Science was a strenuous experience
to put together in Mexico this year; but the Camino Real

Hotel in Mazatlan was like a Mauna Kea Beach Hotel j.g.
The main helpers from Mexico were Javier Verdura from Mexico

City and Carlos Garcia Guerra from Chihuahua. There are 13

local organizations federated into this group and neurolog

ists, neuroradiologists, neuropathologists and neurosurgeons
all gave papers.

Marion and I will be making our 4th trip to the Mauna Kea

Beach Hotel in the fall and although we think it is expen

sive - it is really nice. We are looking forward to look

ing at the tropical fish while snorkeling just off the beach
there. We hope everyone takes the opportunity to enjoy this

easy sport.
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Bill and Gwen

COLLINS

This has been an even more unusual year than usual for the

Collins1. Our older son was married, I assume making us poten

tial grandparents, none of the children have had any problems

we know of, and I had a six-month sabbatical leave.

Although sabbatical is or should be the seventh year, it has

been twenty-three years since I started on the academic ladder

and this was the first - if my Latin was better, I would name

it appropriately. No matter the name or the time, I

recorcmend a leave most highly for it is surprising that one is

still capable of working without the pressure of mortality or

"orbidity, to find interest being aroused by questions that do

■iot need immediate answers to solve a clinical situation, and

that the gray matter is quite capable of being trained in

another discipline.'

It has become apparent over a number of years that I cannot

administrate, do clinical work and do significant laboratory

work. As many of you know, my major interest has been electro-

physiology and in order to do a significant piece of research,

I must clear fourteen to sixteen hours if I am to use the micro-

electrode techniques I have been working with. This aspect

does not seem insurmountable on the surface since I apparently

can go to a meeting for a number of days or even disappear on

vacation for a number of days, but as Chairman of the Section,

it seems impossible not to have something go wrong, and despite

very effective blocks by the office staff, not to feel morally

required to intervene in the situation.

During this past year, we have worked out a system which is an

expansion of attempts in the past to have a member of the

laboratory faculty staff have a tutorial relationship with

the neurosurgical staff. This relationship is one of keeping

the clinical faculty member current on the area of his labora

tory interest and to join in the experimental procedures that

are being done. It is a difficult relationship because they

cannot be technicians or the whole system breaks down and still

they are responsible for the technical personnel's performance,
the laboratory equipment performance, and to help the clinical

faculty member's level of expertise in the areas of experi

mentation. What I did during this six months was to change

from electrophysiology to experimental neuroanatom.y with a
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COLLINS

study of pituitary tumors by ultramicroscopic and immunohis-

tochemistry techniques, as well as to begin a study of special

stains, such as Golgi and Cajal, and light microscopy of the

dorsal root entry zone with ultramicroscopic and immunochemical
studies of the dorsal root entry zone. The amount I accom

plished was considerably less than I thought I would but another
aspect of the sabbatical was a learning experience as to how

much was required to get experimental work done. At least,
at this time I can now take a day and do an experiment so that

material for six or eight months' work either in light or

electronmicroscopy is available to be done in short periods

of time. I am hoping under these circumstances to accomplish
a little more in basic areas of the nervous system.

Gwen and I continue to enjoy our new home on the shore and are

slowly falling into the trap that everyone that lives on the

shore has — to be in part mesmerized by the sea coming in

and out and in part to get more and more boating equipment so

that we can fish, sail, etc. The only thing that seems to be

missing is the time to use it. We also have gotten involved

in orchids, a disease which Gwen has caught much more strongly

than I but which is intriguing.

Me look forward to seeing the members at this year's meeting

and still extend an invitation to any and all to join us when

they come by water or land, close to Sachem's Head in

Guilford.
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Courtland and Marilyn

DAVIS

The last year has provided its usual interesting mix of pro

fessional, administrative, and committee activities. On
the professional side, the highlight is the addition of Dr.
J.M. HcWhorter to our senior staff; Mike brings an expertise
in microvascular techniques to our group and has already

organized laboratory and clinical programs which add tremen

dously to our residency and post-graduate training capabil
ities.

Under Dave Kelly's leadership, other aspects of microneuro-

surgery are well established and we are at least knee deep

in videotapes of interesting operative procedures. We con
tinue to be blessed with sufficient clinical material for
our professional and training objectives and continue to be
fortunate in appointment of outstanding young physicians in
our residency training program. During this last year, we

once again have had some involvement in teaching under

graduate medical students. This is still limited, as it

will remain, but at least allows each medical student to see
some acute and follow-up cases and for us to get to know

these students as individuals. Obviously, there is no

opportunity for any in-depth instruction on this third year

basis but a significant number of students are applying for
acting internships or elective rotations on our clinical
service; we regard this as a real step forward.
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DAVIS

Eben Alexander and I continue to be rather heavily involved

administratively with the medical school and hospital; this

sort of thing seems to grow. I have recently been blessed

with the chairmanship of the delegation section for utili

zation review and retrospective medical audit for our area

PSRO as well as heading up the subsection on retrospective

medical review. I enjoy the same mixed feelings about this

task as does everyone else but do feel an obligation to be

involved and to do everything that I can to make the system

reasonable. I feel that the alternative is frightening.

On the national front, I was honored to serve as President

for the Southern Neurosurgical Society and turned this post

over to George Ehni in February. We will be host to that

meeting in Winston-Salem in May, 1978. The other principal

involvements have been with George Tindall's committee on

Manpower. These seem to be the popular forefronts of
neurological surgery today and undoubtedly deserve

thoughtful input from all of us.

On the personal front, we added another daughter to the

family in November when Rick and Sally were married and

Cameron's graduation from UNC removed another from the pay

roll, at least temporarily. Our last child, Lyn, entered

college in the fall leaving Marilyn and me with the "empty

nest" syndrome...it's delightful.
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Richard and Phyllis

DeSAUSSURE

The Semmes-Murphey Clinic continues to grow. Not too long ago

we added two additional neurologists to the staff and have
recently installed a CAT scanner in the office. This was done
after consultation with Blue Cross-Blue Shield, the Administra

tion of the Baptist Memorial Hospital, and the Department of
Radiology. We had found that one CAT scanner in the Baptist
Memorial Hospital simply wasn't enough to keep up with the

volume of work. We have found this instrument extremely use
ful in the management of intracerebral hematomas and actually
picked up two intracerebral hematomas which were unsuspected
in view of the fact that both of them had negative lumbar

punctures, no stiffness of their neck and symptoms were

more suggestive of a cerebral thrombosis.

In addition to work within the medical field, there still
appears to be a number of outside activities which involve
my interest. I was recently elected President of the Memphis
Chapter of the English Speaking Union. (Someone expressed
surprise saying they didn't understand why an individual of
French-Huguenot descent was President of the English Speaking
Union.) I find this an interesting change of pace and have
been fortunate enough to secure several outstanding speakers

to address the group.
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DeSAUSSURE

The physicians of Tennessee have formed their own medical mal
practice Insurance company and once a month I take part in their
deliberations. All potential malpractice cases are brought be
fore this body for study and evaluation. We hope that this will
reduce our malpractice premiums. So far the company seems to
be on a firm footing and there is actually hope that we may be
able to reduce our premiums within the next few years-. The
cases vary from most distressing to ridiculous. For example,
one individual claimed his two font teeth were knocked out

when a nurses' aid tried to take his temperature with a glass
thermometer.

Another of my interests is the Mid-South Foundation for Medical
Care, the local PSRO. I accepted this challenge with the

thought that someone else would soon take over the duties, but
on the contrary, I seem to be becoming more and more involved
in this. I certainly do not believe that the Government is
going to save much, if any, money as a result of all this

activity, but if it has to be done, and apparently it does,
then I feel that the doctors should take a part in it and try
to exert what influence they can.

Our son recently graduated from Notre Dame with a degree in
Engineering and is currently at work building a paper mill in
Monroeville, Alabama, population 4,000. (Incidentally, he is

not too far from Panama City, Florida and is able to spend the
weekends at a condominium which we recently purchased at Bay
Point.) He has been accepted to law school, however, and
has elected to enter the Fall class.

Phyllis and I are looking forward to the trip to Hawaii in
anticipation of a good meeting and visit with the members of
the Academy. Hawaii has always been one of our favorite
locations and we do envy John and Katy and we feel sure that
under their direction this will be an outstanding social
affai r.
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Pete and Frances

DONAGHY

The past year has been the first full year of lessened respons

ibility since the chairmanship passed into the capable hands

of Lester Wallman. It is a great comfort to an old chairman to

realize that neurosurgical affairs are being administered by

someone so dependable. The first month or so one experiences

a sense of relief and then comes a period of conflict when one

is torn between a desire to drop all professional commitments

and truly retire or to become more active in the broad scale

of things attempting to right wrongs, to balance inequities,

to batter political expediency and self interest which spills

over into medicine abundantly from all of life around us.

Some days one senses the vigor of.youth and the drive necessary

for such a role and the next one knows it is unrealistic and
recalls the same symptoms in one's own instructors and past

chiefs, symptoms which we then attributed to early senility.

Beside the clinical load our year has been taken by increasing

teaching responsibility and lecture series both within and

without neurosurgery. Thus visiting professor-ships have been

filled in Europe, and South America as well as in our own

country and we have had the pleasure and profit of a series of

visiting professors to our own institution plus the honor of a

visit from the Wallace Hambys on their Burlington trip. We,

like many other institutions, shall remember that pleasant con

tact with one of the great names in neurosurgery.

Our present fervent wish is to be allowed more time in the

coming year for unfinished research projects.
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"'■■* Charles and Ruth

DRAKE

The family continues to thrive. Jonathon is nearly a year

old; he has been on his feet for about a month. To our

horror, he was seen in the Emergency Department after fall

ing down a flight of stairs to a concrete sidewalk but
fortunately with only a skinned nose.

His parents, John and Harybeth have just purchased a house,

no mean accomplishment for a young lawyer in this day with

prices where they are. He was lucky to find a real bargain,

a delightful small old house that is to be preserved as a
"Heritage" home, it being over 100 years old.

Jim has completed his third year of Medicine in Dublin and
is spending the summer here at the University Hospital in a
clerkship in medicine. Jane, his bride of nine months is

back working in the Department of History at the University
and may start a graduate degree in Dublin next year.

Stephen, 22, has finished his third year in Economics at

Trinity College, University of Toronto, and Tom will be

entering his third year of Engineering at the same Univer
sity.

I am very pleased that the N.I.H. has agreed to support a

randomized study of Extracranial-Intracranial ByPass which

will be headquartered here under Henry Barnett and Skip

Peerless. They are fully aware of the enormous responsi
bility they have taken on and I know will do the best job
possible in striving for an answer.
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John and Dorothy

FRENCH

I have found my first postdirectoral year so challenging that I

have been completely unable to improve my sagging golf game.
(I absolutely reject the suggestion that advancing age has any

thing to do with it!) Looking back, my time has been occupied:

in developing a public information ("translation", seeking gifts);
writing a history of the BRI and its times together with Ted
Hagoun and Don Lindsley; participating in the Neuroscience Ph.D.

Program; and keeping a finger in a variety of other programs,

like the Neuroscience Laboratory in Kotor Yugoslavia.

Being relieved of heavy administrative responsibilities made it

a pleasure to become involved with other things. The first acti
vity listed above is the most time consuming and probably the
most important. Support for science nationally is distinctly in
the doldrums and large organizations such as the Brain Research
Institute are having to turn to the public for support. Efforts
so far can be described as "developmental" although our initial

public contacts have been more than gratifying.

Dorothy is busier than she has ever been. Her two most consuming

activities are painting and golf. The former is developing re

markably well being extended to include seascapes and landscapes
in addition to the still life painting of the earlier period.

Her golf is also improving and doubtless her handicap will be in
the "teens" before long. In addition, she has a contract to

write her autobiography which she is approaching timidly but with
determination; the problem is to find time for it.
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FRENCH

Our activities have been severely perturbed by a move out of our
Brentwood house into an apartment in Santa Monica. As chance

would have it, the apartment was not ready by the time the escrow
closed so we had to move into an intermediate apartment until
September 1st. This had been a dreadful chore but we are sur
viving it satisfactorily by thinking of the marvelous freedom we
shall have with only an apartment in town and the Pauma Valley
house to worry about.

Dorothy joins me in sending warmest regards to all members of

the Academy and their wives.

Dorothy receives Italy's highest cultural award, Rank of
Commander.in the Order of Merit, in recognition of her

contributions to cultural relations between the United
States and Italy. The Honorable Alesandro Cortesse de
Bosir officiated.
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Lyle and Gene

FRENCH

This last year has been a very busy one for us. This has

been especially true because it was a legislative year.

Our legislative requests are developed in considerable de

tail and it is my job to make the presentations to both
chambers of our legislature as well as to the Governor's

office which is really very time consuming. The additional

factor this year was that we were trying to obtain money to

build a new $23 million building for Pharmacy and Nursing,

for which we tried last year but unsuccessfully. Fortun
ately, we were successful this year and came out of the

entire legislative session with flying colors, relative to

both general faculty support and buildings. This should

be our last really difficult session because we have now

completed our building program, at least until we replace

our University Hospital, which will probably be several

years down the line and it will probably be up to someone

else to get that accomplished. I should be able to get

back doing more neurosurgery. I've been able to take my

turn in clinic consistently one day a week, but have been

a bit more irregular in operating. Getting back to the

O.R. on a more routine basis will be good.

But all hasn't been work, we have had a great deal of play.

We have been out to our shack in Pauma Valley, California,

played some golf and generally enjoyed ourselves doing

nothing.
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